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Whose life Js comprised within a span,
To Him his homage raise.

<c We often praise the evening clouds,

And tints so gay and bold,
But seldom think upon our God,

Who tinged these clouds with gold! "1

It must, I think, be allowed that these lines, though
of the class to which the poet himself modestly ascribes
them, and not to be compared with the efforts of Pope,
still less of Cowley at the same period, show, neverthe-
less, praiseworthy dexterity for a boy of twelve.

The fragment tells us that on the whole he was "more
distinguished in the yards (as the High School play-
ground was called) than in the class;99 and this, not less
than the intellectual advancement which years before
had excited the admiration of Mrs. Cockburn, was the
natural result of his lifelong "rebellion against external
circumstances." He might now with very slender exer-
tion have been the dux oi his form; but if there was
more difficulty, there was also more to whet his ambition,
in the attempt to overcome the disadvantages of his physi-
cal misfortune, and in spite of them assert equality with
the best of his compeers on the ground which they consid-
ered as the true arena of honor. He told me, in walking
through these same yards forty years afterwards, that he
had scarcely made his first appearance there, before some
dispute arising, his opponent remarked that "there was
no use to hargle-bargle with a cripple; " upon which he
replied, that if he might fight mounted, he would try his
hand with any one of his inches. "An elder boy," said
he, "who had perhaps been chuckling over our friend

1 I am obliged for these little memorials to the Key, W. Steven of Rot-
terdam, anthor of an interesting book on the history of the branch of the
Scotch. Church long- established in Holland, and still flourishing under the
protection of the enlightened government of that country. Mr. Steven
found them in the course of his recent researches, undertaken with a view to
some memoirs of the High School of Edinburgh, at which he had received
.his own early education. I with all my efforts sup-
